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1. Purpose of the survey 

The survey serves to identify skills and training needs in the animal production-, food industry- and veterinary 
sectors, considering the outcomes of the focus groups. The questionnaire is web-based and will be translated into 
seven country’s languages (Italian, French, German, Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, and Greek). 

2. Design process  

The survey was developed on surveymonkey.com. It was designed to confirm the results from the focus groups 
in a wider audience. With this idea in mind, the outputs of the focus groups were used as answer options in the 
questionnaire.  

Upon providing general information (age, country, employment status, etc.) the participant is asked to choose a 
sector, which represents them and their occupation the most (food production, animal production- and 
veterinary sector). Then, they are redirected to the respective sector’s questions. 
The questions regarding the skills needs are programmed in such a way, as to only allow exactly 3 responses from 
participants, while having ten to eleven options to choose from.  
The options which were transferred from the focus groups, were selected based on how many times they were 
mentioned in different focus groups across different countries, and their perceived relevance.  
The training-centric questions are designed in a similar way, only here, the focus group outputs were sometimes 
less than ten. 

The questions on skill needs focused on the topics of ‘one health’- and ‘sector specific’-skills for the animal 
production and food industry sectors, since skill needs on ‘digitalization’, ‘sustainability and bio economy’ and 
‘business-soft skills’ were already tackled in a previous survey in the FIELDS Erasmus + project. For the newly 
introduced veterinary sector, the skill needs questions covered all of the five topics. 

2.1.Validation 
Validation took place at the first project meeting in Vienna through several attendees giving detailed, handwritten 
feedback. This feedback was later digitalized, analyzed, and implemented into the final survey. The responses 
were plotted in a graph (Figure 1). The questions asked can be viewed in table 1. 

Table 1: Questions asked in the validation process of the survey 

Q1 Did you find the questions and answers easy to understand? 

Q2 Would you recommend any changes regarding the questions? 

Q3 Would you recommend any changes regarding the structure of the survey? 

Q4 Does it successfully achieve to extract important information for I-RESTART?

Q5 Did it feel too short or too long? 

Q6 Any other comments/questions? 
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2.2.Translation and Dissemination 
The finished survey will be translated by seven project partners into their local language for extensive 
dissemination amongst European countries. The translated versions will be widely disseminated through the 
project partners’ networks and channels, the newsletter, social media pages and I-RESTART’s website, to gather 
at least 360 responses. A QR code and a link will be created for these purposes. The questionnaire is set to gather 
information amongst a wide and diverse population, increasing the scope of the focus groups. 
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Figure 1: A graph visualizing the feedback gathered at the I-RESTART Project Meeting in Vienna on September 14, 2023. 
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3. Annex I: The Questionnaire (PDF in JPG-Format, directly loaded from 
surveymonkey.com) 
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4. Annex II: List of Feedback given in the validation process 

Table 2: Comments given on the survey validation questions (Table 1). Note: The survey design allowed for 5 answers at this stage, not for 
three per question, as in the most recent version. 

No. Question Answers 

Q2 Would you recommend any 
changes regarding the 
questions? 

• Only • 3 answers should be allowed per question (makes 
analysis easier) 
• More answer options 
• Q4 – Option “Other” 
• What is “sector specific” what is “one health”, what 
is “sustainability” and “bioeconomy” 
• Vet: Q13 – Knowledge of food and agri system – what 
do we mean? 
• Vet: Q18 – “limited number of trainers should not be 
in digitalization-bracket 
• Vet: Q7 and Q9 None of the 
sustainability/bioeconomy skills are relevant for 
veterinary field (more for food production) 
• Change “age” to “digital competencies” 
• Too much repetitiveness 
• Does not make much sense, since from focus groups 
• Too many options (4x) 
• It works when you choose less than 5 options 
• Questions should be more oriented towards 
education providers 

Q6 Any other 
comments/questions? 

• It is not possible to go back and change answers (x2) 
• The website is not in English, the buttons (next, 
previous, etc.) are German 
• Less than 5 answers are also accepted 
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Disclaimer:

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European 
Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA 
can be held responsible for them.


